
Photovolt Development Partners GmbH (PVDP) on behalf of SolarFive Ltd 

16 Great Queen Street, 

Covent Garden, 

London, 

WC2B 5AH 

12 September 2025 

FAO: Simon Raywood 

The Planning Inspectorate 

National Infrastructure Directorate 

Temple Quay House 

Temple Quay 

Bristol 

BS1 6PN 

BY EMAIL: 

BotleyWestSolar@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

Planning Act 2008: Applicant’s Deadline 5 Submission 

Application ref: EN010147/APP/15.1 

Application by Photovolt Development Partners (PVDP) on behalf of SolarFive Ltd (the 
Applicant) for a Development Consent Order for Botley West Solar Farm 

Dear Mr Raywood, 

This letter accompanies the submission of a suite of documents by the Applicant for the 
Examination of the Development Consent Order Application for the Botley West Solar Farm 
(the Project). The suite of documents has been submitted at Deadline 5 on 12 September 
2025.  

This information has been provided to respond to requests for information set out in the Rule 
6 letter [PD-006] and Rule 8 Letter [PD-007] issued by the Examination Authority (ExA). 

Enclosed for the purposes of the Applicant’s Deadline 5 submission are: 

New Deliverables 

1. Cover Letter – EN010147/APP/15.1

2. Applicant’s Responses to other D4 Submissions and comments on Interested
Parties’ Responses to ExA’s Second Written Questions (ExQ2) Submitted at D4
- EN010147/APP.15.2

3. Applicant’s Responses to comments on Examining Authority's ExQ2 -
Landscape and Visual Resource Clarification Note – EN010147/APP/15.3
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4. Applicant’s Responses to EXQ 2.6.12 – EN010147/APP/15.4 

5. Applicant’s Comments on the Host Authorities Response to Question 2.7.4 (as 
set out in Annex 1 of REP4-074) – EN010147/APP/15.5 

6. Bat Survey Technical Note – EN010147/APP/15.5 

7. ES Appendix 8.5: Landscape Character Assessment Rev 0 – [EN010147/APP/6.5]  

8. ES Appendix 8.6: Public Rights of Way (PRoW) Assessment Rev 0 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 

9. ES Appendix 8.7: Representative Viewpoint Assessment Rev 0 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 

  Updated Application Documents 

• Guide to the Application Rev 8 – [EN010147/APP/1.3] 

• Draft Development Consent Order (dDCO) Rev 6 - [EN010147/APP/3.1] 

• Explanatory Memorandum Rev 6– [EN010147/APP/3.3] 

• Land and Rights Negotiation Tracker Rev 6 – [EN010147/APP/3.6] 

• Schedule of changes to the dDCO Rev 5– [EN010147/APP/8.3] 

• Compulsory Acquisition (CA) Schedule and Land Rights Tracker Rev 5 – 
[EN010147/APP/11.5] 

• ES Chapter 7 – Historic Environment Rev 2 – EN010147/APP/6.3 

• ES Appendix 7.5 Settings Assessment  Rev 2 – [EN010147/APP/6.5] 

• ES Chapter 8 – Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Rev 2 – 
EN010147/APP/6.3 

• Figure 8.12-8.127 Representative Viewpoint Photographs (Winter) Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.4] 

• Figure 8.128-8.243 Representative Viewpoint Photographs (Summer) Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.4] 

• Figure 8.248 to 8.371 Photomontages (Winter and Summer) Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.4] 

• ES Appendix 9.4 Bat Survey Report Rev 1 – [EN010147/APP/6.5] 

• ES Chapter 11 – Ground Conditions Rev 2 – EN010147/APP/6.3 

• ES Chapter 12 – Traffic and Transport Rev 1 – EN010147/APP/6.3 

• ES Appendix 12.7 Traffic Flows with Construction Traffic Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 

• ES Chapter 19 – Air Quality Rev 1 – EN010147/APP/6.3 

• ES Chapter 20 – Cumulative Effects and Interrelationships Rev 1 – 
EN010147/APP/6.3 

• ES Figure 20.1 - Cumulative Developments - West Oxfordshire Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.4] 

• ES Figure 20.2 - Cumulative Developments – Cherwell Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.4] 



• ES Figure 20.3 - Cumulative Developments - Vale of White Horse and OCC Rev 
1 – [EN010147/APP/6.4] 

• ES Appendix 20.1 Cumulative Developments Longlist and Shortlist Rev 1 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 

• Outline Code of Construction Practice Parts 1 & 2 Rev 3 – [EN010147/APP/7.6.1] 

• Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan Rev 4 – [EN010147/APP/7.6.3] 

 

FURTHER COMMENTS ON DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED AT DEADLINE 5 

New Deliverables 

Applicant’s responses to other Deadline 4 submissions 

The Applicant has prepared responses to other Deadline 4 submissions 
[EN010147/APP/15.2]. To avoid repetition the Applicant has focused on comments that make 
points that have not been addressed previously, within the Applicant’s Responses to Relevant 
Representations [REP1-020], Applicant’s Responses to ExQ1 and ExQ2 [REP3-065 & REP4-
037] and other Deadline 2 and 3 submissions [REP3-064 & REP4-038], or that need further 
clarification. 

Other new materials 

Other new materials have been created, which follow up on the Applicant’s own Deadline 4 
submissions, or respond to comments and other representations from Interested Parties. 

These comprise; 

• Applicant’s Responses to Comments on ExQ2 – Landscape and Visual 
Resources Clarification Note – EN010147/APP/15.3.  This has been prepared to 
provide an outline of the agreement on the LVIA methodology with the Oxfordshire 
Host Authorities, explain how that methodology has been applied, and to provide 
further detail in response to ExA Second Written Questions. 

• Applicant’s Response to ExQ 2.16.2 – EN010147/APP/15.4 which presents an 
assessment of the wider planned landscape associated with Hordley House. 

• Applicant’s Comments on the Host Authorities Response to Question 2.7.4 (as 
set out in Annex 1 of REP4-074) – EN010147/APP/15.5 

• Bat Survey Technical Note – EN010147/APP/15.5 - This report has been updated to 
address some minor corrections requested by Natural England in their Relevant 
Representation [RR-0761]. It has also been updated to include data from 2024/25 
static detector monitoring to help the interested parties further understand the Project 
site context and explore opportunities to further refine the bat mitigation package for 
the Project. 

• The following appendices to ES Chapter 8 – Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment: 

o Appendix 8.5: Landscape Character Assessment Rev 0 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5]  

o ES Appendix 8.6: Public Rights of Way (PRoW) Assessment Rev 0 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 



o ES Appendix 8.7: Representative Viewpoint Assessment Rev 0 – 
[EN010147/APP/6.5] 

 

Updated Application Documents 

Guide to the Application 

The full suite of documents submitted at this Deadline 5 and within earlier submissions is set 
out in the Guide to the Application, as updated (Rev 8) [EN010147/APP/1.3]. 

Draft Development Consent Order (DCO) and Schedule of Changes to the draft DCO 

The Draft Development Consent Order (Rev 5) [EN010147/APP/3.1] has been updated to 
predominantly address matters raised by the ExA and Interested Parties at Deadline 4, and 
following continued engagement with interested parties, as well as other minor amendments 
as explained in the Schedule of Changes. The full reasons for each change, save for 
typographical changes only, are set out in the Schedule of Changes [EN010147/APP/8.3] 
(Rev 5). 

Explanatory Memorandum 

The Explanatory Memorandum has been updated to reflect changes in the Draft DCO 
[EN010147/APP/3.3].  

Other Updated Documents 

Other updated documents have been created, which respond to comments and questions 
raised in the Deadline 4 submissions from Interested Parties, follow up on the Applicant’s own 
Deadline 4 submissions, or comments received from Interested Parties in response to the 
ExAQ2. These comprise; 

• Updated Land & Rights Negotiation Tracker; 

• Updated Compulsory Acquisition (CA) Schedule and Land Rights Tracker; 

• Updated ES Chapter 7 – Historic Environment; 

• Updated ES Chapter 8 – Landscape & Visual Impact including Figure 8.12-8.127 
Representative Viewpoint Photographs (Winter), Figure 8.128-8.243 Representative 
Viewpoint Photographs (Summer) and Figure 8.248 to 8.371 Photomontages (Winter 
and Summer) 

• Updated ES Chapter 12 – Traffic and Transport and Appendix 12.7 Traffic Flows with 
Construction Traffic; 

• Updated ES Chapter 19 – Air Quality; 

• Updated ES Chapter 20 – Cumulative Effects and Interrelationships, including Figures 
20.1, 20.1 and 20.3 and Appendix 20.1; 

• Updated ES Appendices 9.4: Bat Survey Report; 

• Update to Financial Accounts 



• Updated Management Plans – including; 

o Outline Code of Construction Practice Parts 1 & 2; and 

o Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan. 

 
In respect of the update to the financial accounts the Applicant submits accounts for SolarFive 

Ltd and PhotoVolt Development Partners (PVDP), for the financial years ending in December 

2024 and December 2023 (respectively), attached as Annex 1 to this letter. PVDP’s financial 

accounts for the financial year ending in December 2024 are being prepared and expect to be 

available in October 2025. The financial statements provided show that SolarFive Ltd’s assets 

are composed of £15.48 million tangible assets, plus £2.24 million current assets. Its liabilities 

are £17.85 million. This results in a negative equity of £130,000, i.e. 0,8% of total assets. It 

should be noted that 89% of SolarFive Ltd’s liabilities are with associated companies, i.e. 

PVDP. PVDP has a positive equity of 1.7 million EUR in FY 2023. Excluding inter-company 

liabilities, SolarFive Ltd would have a positive equity of £15.9 million. We do not believe that 

it is untypical for a special purpose company to have a negative equity and note that other 

special purpose entities developing solar farms have similar debt equity ratios. 

 

We trust this letter and the accompanying documents represent a clear position of the 
Applicant’s application and assessment, in response to the information requested by the ExA. 
If we can be of any assistance, please contact me using the details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

(On behalf of the Applicant)  

Photovolt Development Partners GmbH (PVDP) on behalf of SolarFive Ltd.



Annex 1 – Financial Accounts  
































































































